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CANCELLED   POSTPONED   

 DELAYED  RESCHEDULED 
 

 

Hang on, stay well, call up a philatelic friend to say “Hello”, 

& enjoy your hobby, safely from home! 

 
 

CANCELLED   POSTPONED   

 DELAYED  RESCHEDULED 
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Bob Gordon, Editor 

Thank you to our donors! 

Editor’s Corner 
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We are grateful to the following for  
their recent donations of philatelic material  

to The Friends of the Western Philatelic Library, Inc: 
 

Richard Clever (San Jose), John K. Cross (Oakhurst), Wayne Menuz (San Jose),   
Greg Mirsky (Palo Alto), Ray Rossi (Saratoga), C. Souers (Pleasanton) and Alan Warren (Exton, PA) 

 

 

As you know by now, life as we know it has been postponed:  

The Library’s Open House, Philatelic Material and Book Sale will 

take place at a date to be determined. And WESTPEX  will not take 

place this year, but preparations are happening for next year. (See 

pages 10-11). 

Want to connect with Western Philatelic Library? 

Your best bet now might be an email to libry@att.net. 

Wishing you well, and thank you for your patience! 

 

Thank you to our new and renewing members! 

Kristin Patterson (San Jose) and Michael Yui (Sacramento) 

 



P A G E  3  T H E  B A Y  P H I L   A P R I L  2 0 2 0  

Summary of Board Actions 
 
THE FRIENDS OF THE WESTERN                                     
PHILATELIC  LIBRARY, INC.  
 
SUMMARY OF BOARD ACTIONS  
MARCH 2020 
 
 
The Saturday March 21, 2020 meeting did not take place. 
A decision has yet to be made about a future meeting. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Newly available in the Library 

  



P A G E  4  

 T H E  B A Y  P H I L    A P R I L  2 0 2 0  

Board Members    Western Philatelic Library APS Chapter 836 

Library Board Members 

President:    Stuart Leven 

Vice President Acquisitions:       Roger Skinner  

Vice President Membership:       Richard Clever 

Secretary:    Nestor Nunez                   

Treasurer:     Nestor Nunez 

Board Members at large:  Edward Jarvis 

    Roy C. Teixeira 

    Bob Gordon 

    Steve Schumann 

Volunteers:  

John Corwin    Proofreader 

Wally Jolliff   Auctioneer 

Ken Lewetzow   Auctioneer 

David McNamee   Consultant to Board of Directors 

Jerry Mix   eBay Sales 

Ian “Russ” Samuels  Recording  Secretary 

 

 

 USPS: Ruth Asawa stamps (Issue date and location to be determined) 



 Vintage Cover of The Stamp News, London 
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Rmembhen? Remember When? 
  

The Stamp News was a monthly journal  

devoted to philately.  

This is No. 1 Vol. 1 from 1882. 
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Tear Sheets for Sale      To order, call 650-306-9150 or email libry@att.net 

  UNITED STATES - CALIFORNIA 

15775 The Santa Catalina Island Pigeon Messenger Service.  Silver, P.  15pp ill 1985 6.25 

  UNITED STATES – CANAL ZONE 

15722 US Precancels, Canal Zone     Gunesch, A. 1pp ill 1967 .50 

                   UNITED STATES - CONNECTICUT 

15740 Early Connecticut Covers.     Porris, R. & G. 2pp ill 1967 1.00 

                   UNITED STATES – HAWAII 

15741 Hoomalimali. (Hawaiian Covers)    Pompey, S.L. 1pp  1952 .50 

                   UNITED STATES - ILLINOIS 

15776 Chicago Postal History, Markings Book Important For All  U.S. 

                  Postal History.      Graham, R.B. 2pp ill 2007 1.00 

                   UNITED STATES – NEW YORK 

15777 Local Post Office Handles Mail Addressed to World Trade Center. Winick, L.  1pp ill 2007 .50 

15759 Stampless Period Troy House Hotel Markings. (Troy, NY)  Harris, R.D. 7pp ill 1973 3.50 

                   UNITED STATES AIR MAIL 

15731 Balloon & Airplane Business Post Cards of Early 1900’s.    1pp ill 1967 .50 

15732 The “Spirit of St. Louis Mail”.     Westbrooks, H.D. 4pp ill 1967 2.00 

                   UNITED STATES BISECTS AND FRACTIONAL USAGES 

15752 More on the 1847 Bisects.     Baker, H.J. & J.D. 1pp  1967 .50 

                   UNITED STATES CIVIL WAR 

15772 Prisoner-of-war Covers of Morris Island, Fort Pulaski & Hilton Head. 

                  New Discoveries & Summary.    MacBride, V.D. 7pp ill 1950 3.50 

                   UNITED STATES CIVIL WAR – CONFEDERACY 

15733 Foreign Diplomacy Within the Confederate States of America. Hartmann, L.H. 1pp ill 1966 .50 

                   UNITED STATES EXPRESS COMPANIES 

15734 The Child & Co. Express.     Hahn, C.M. 10pp ill 1973 5.00 

                   UNITED STATES FIRST DAYS 

15754 Collecting First Day Covers.     Strauss, G.H. 2pp ill 1958 1.00 

15753 US Special First Day Cover Cancellations.   Ring, B.  1pp ill 1958 .50 

15735 Variations in First Day Cover Collecting.    Ringenberg, M.G. 1pp ill 1958 .50 

  UNITED STATES FORGERIES AND COUNTERFEITS 

15773 Crooked Mailer Made 46 Cent Stamps. Scott 2938.  Youngblood, W.L. 2pp ill 1998 1.00 

                   UNITED STATES MARITIME MAIL 

15756 Heresit No. 4 & 8. Cancels of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company.   1pp ill 1980 .50 

15757 Straight Line Steamship Cancels. Which Stamp Tax Paid?  Shellabear, H.P. 3pp  1964 1.50 

15736 The Fleet List of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company.    3pp  1989 1.50 

                   UNITED STATES PLATE BLOCKS AND NUMBERS 

15774 The Fun & Challenge of Plate Number Singles.   Krause, B. 2pp ill 1998 1.00 

  UNITED STATES POSTAL HISTORY 

15721 A Curious Cover. A Significant Event.(Intro of “Penny Postage” 1908) Francis, A.P. 1pp ill 1967 .50 

15737 Correspondence Tells Story of Deputy Postmaster General 

                  Ben Franklin.      Arnell J.C.  3pp ill 1994 1.50 

15758 The First American ‘Post’ Law.    Hahn, C.M. 10pp  1973 5.00 

15739 US Diplomatic Staff Abroad: Personal Mail.   Graham, R.B. 4pp ill 1996 2.00 

15738 What Famous Railroad Operating in the 1850 to 1860 Period 

                   Had No Postal Markings. & The Panama Railroad.  Baker, R.J. & J.D. 1pp  1966 .50 

                   UNITED STATES POSTAL MARKINGS 

15760 The New Orleans “Steam 40” Postmark.   Milgram, J.W. 3pp ill 1964 1.50 

15742 US Postal Markings 1851—61.      7pp ill 1982 3.50 

                    

                   



Tear Sheets for Sale      To order, call 650-306-9150 or email libry@att.net 
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           UNITED STATES POSTAL RATES 

15743 Rates Which Differ from Schedules. & Rates on 90 Cent 1880 

                  and 1861 Covers. Baker, H.J. & J.D. 1pp  1967 .50 

           UNITED STATES POSTAL STATIONERY 

15723 Recuts of the US 1903 2 Cent Envelopes. Hubbard, R.S. 2pp ill 1967           1.00 

           UNITED STATES PRECANCELS 

15724 US Precancels Chicago Dated 1894-1898 Series. Gunesch, A. 1pp  1967 .50 

15725 US Precancels Local or City Types. Gunesch, A. 1pp ill 1967 .50 

15761 US Precancels Rarities From  the Arthur W. Bingham Collection. Gunesch, A. 1pp ill 1967 .50 

                            UNITED STATES PRODUCTION - COLOR 

15744 Thoughts on Color. Beals, D.T.  4pp  1982           2.00 

                            UNITED STATES PROVISIONALS AND FORERUNNERS 

15727 Earliest Known New York Postmasters Provisional Covers, 

             July 15, 1845. Wall, P.T.  6pp ill 1982          3.00 

          UNITED STATES REVENUES 

15765 A Newly Discovered Major First Issue Printing Error. The 1 Cent 

                  Proprietary “11”. Sheaff, D.  3pp ill 1980          1.50 

15726 Bulge Line Plate Variety. Seron, Z.M. 2pp ill 1980          1.00 

15764 Bulge Line Plate Variety. Confirmation of Constant Plate Flaw Seron, Z.M. 

                  Status. & The “Bulge Lines” A Commentary. Brett, G.W. 2pp  1981          1.00 

15762 E. B. Sterling, First Chairman, Board of Trustees, APS.   1pp ill 1966 .50 

15766 Revenues Used For Postage. Sloan, G.B. 1pp  1958 .50 

15768 Stateside 8. Utah Beer Stamps. Lesher, R.  1pp ill 1981 .50 

15763 Unused Narcs Are Genuine. Einstein, J.S. 1pp  1981 .50 

                            UNITED STATES REVENUES – PRIVATE DIE PROPRIETARY STAMPS 

15767 A Die Entry Anomaly on RS 132b. Riley, R.F.  3pp ill 1981           1.50 

                            UNITED STATES SPECIAL DELIVERY 

15745 Unusual Usages. United States 10 Cent Special Delivery - 1908 A. H.  2pp ill 1973           1.00 

                            UNITED STATES SPECIALIZED - 1847 

15746 US 1847 Stamps & Covers in the Swiss P.T.T. Museum. Wall, P.T.  3pp ill 1982           1.50 

           UNITED STATES SPECIALIZED – 1861 

15728 Observations on the First and Second Dies. Christian, C.W. 1pp ill 1967 .50 

                            UNITED STATES SPECIALIZED – 1861-1866 

15769 Black Jack Preston Shift. Scott 73. Baker H.J. & J.B. 1pp ill 1967 .50 

           UNITED STATES SPECIALIZED – 1879 

15729 The Relief Breaks on the 10 Cent Jefferson. Latta, J.H.  3pp ill 1948           1.50 

                            UNITED STATES SPECIALIZED - 1883 

15747 1883 Stamp Had Many Uses. (2 cent red brown Washington) Rose, J.  1pp ill 1994 .50 

                            UNITED STATES SPECIALIZED - 1907 

15770 New 5 cent Jamestown E.K.U.   1pp ill 1998 .50 

                            UNITED STATES SPECIALIZED – 1934 

15748 The National Parks Series. The Five Cent Yellowstone Stamp. Kimble, R.A. 1pp ill 1935 .50 

15749 What the Farley Plate Numbers Prove. Tipping, G.W. 1pp  1936 .50 

                           UNITED STATES SPECIALIZED - 1955 

15771 A Stamp and a Story. (New Hampshire Issue Scott 1068) Morley, C.H. 2pp ill 1963           1.00 

          UNITED STATES SPECIALIZED – 1967 

15750 George Samerjan, Designer of the Erie Canal Sesquicentennial Stamp.   2pp ill 1967           1.00 

15751 How the Erie Canal Commemorative Stamp Evolved. (Scott 1325) Samerjan, G. 2pp ill 1967           1.00 

15730 National Grange Stamp Design Traced to 1860 Banknote. Scott 1323.   1pp ill 1967 .50             
  



 T H E  B A Y  P H I L    A P R I L  2 0 2 0  

 

P A G E  8  

[Editor’s Note: This book is available at the Library. See review on next page.] 

Russia in Finland: The Story of Russian Stamps & Postal Stationery Used in          
Finland, 1899-1918 by Jon Iversen, Morten Nårstad, and Roger Quinby.  

206 pages, 7 by 10 inches, card covers, perfect bound, Scandinavian Collectors Club, 
St. Paul, MN USA. ISBN 978-1-927119-95-2  
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   Book Review  by Alan Warren 
  

 Review of:  
 
 Russia in Finland: The Story of Russian Stamps & Postal Stationery Used in Finland, 1899-1918  
  
 This is the story of an intriguing period of Finnish postal history when the stamps of Russian currency were 
used in Finland. In 1890 Russia assumed jurisdiction over the Finnish Postal Administration with its Postal         
Manifesto. This document introduced Russian currency as legal tender along with Finland’s own national currency.  
  
 As a result from January 1, 1891 the Finnish Post was required to sell stamps, including their own penni-
denominated ones, to customers paying in Russian currency. This created a complex environment in which mixed 
frankings of penni and kopek values are often seen on domestic and foreign mail, except to Russia. 
 
 Chapter one provides historical background leading up to the Russification of the Finnish post. A time-line 
is presented for the allowed or mandatory Finnish and Russian kopek franking over the period from 1890 until  
Finland’s independence in 1918. In February 1899 another manifesto appeared that resulted in the new design of 
“ringless” definitive stamps for use in both Finland and Russia. In 1909 another set of Russian definitives was     
issued for use in Finland.  
 
 Chapter 4 begins with a discussion of covers sent to foreign destinations from 1900 to 1918. Other topics 
explored in this chapter include postal forms (money orders, COD, parcel cards) and registry labels; Russian postal 
stationery used in Finland; and a brief discussion of some postmarks and special markings used during this period. 
 
 The next two chapters review Russian stamps purchased in Russia that could be used in Finland including 
the Romanov issues, overprinted Romanov and definitive stamps, the 1917 imperforate stamps, and several semi-
postal and charity issues. Chapter 8 is devoted to Russian kopek, Finnish kopek and Finnish penni franking combi-
nations known from 1891 to 1917. 
 
 Chapter 9 explores the changes that took place in both Russia and Finland during the turbulent year of 
1917. Finland became an independent country December 6, 1917 and was so recognized by Russia. That year    
Finland issued a new series of Saarinen definitives but they could not be used for mail abroad until Finland joined 
the Universal Postal Union in February 1918. During the turmoil of 1917 there were constant currency fluctuations 
and exchange rates. Kopek franking was finally demonetized in March 1918.  
 
 A series of appendices will help collectors understand the complexities of this period of Finland’s postal 
history. One appendix lists the kopek rates in Finland from 1891 to 1918 and another reprints various postal      
bulletins and circulars in English. Several cross indexes tie together the Russian stamps and stationery used in   
Finland as shown in the Facit, Zagorsky, Norma, and Scott catalogs. There is also an index to the cover illustrations 
shown throughout the book. 
 
 An annotated bibliography provides several pages of references for background reading as well as source 
material. A subject index concludes the handbook. Collectors who take up the challenge to collect and analyze the 
use of Russian postal issues in Finland during this 20-year period will need this book in order to understand what 
they have. 
 
 -Reviewed by Alan Warren 
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WESTPEX 2020 
has been cancelled;     
Postponed to 2021  

(See press release on page 11) 
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PRESS RELEASE        (CANCELLATION of WESTPEX 2020) 
 
 

March 22, 2020 
 
Dear WESTPEX Supporter: 
 
The WESTPEX Committee has been working hard for months preparing for the                  
60th   WESTPEX Stamp Show scheduled for April 24-26, 2020. Over 60 members were       
excited to host the fabulous APS World Series of Philately show with 75 dealers, Schuyler 
Rumsey    Philatelic Auctions, over 260 frames of exhibits, and 60 meetings and seminars.  
 
Like other events scheduled before the outbreak and ongoing spread of COVID-19 
(coronavirus), WESTPEX had to decide whether to postpone the show or cancel it altogether.  
The San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Hotel was very cooperative in offering          
alternative dates beyond April. The goal of WESTPEX is to put on the best National Stamp 
Show.  Postponing the show, however, would create many hurdles to obtaining that goal.     
After much deliberation, the WESTPEX Board of Directors decided that canceling         
WESTPEX 2020 is the right option.  
 
WESTPEX wants to ensure everyone that plans are on track for WESTPEX 2021 on         
April 23-25 at the San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Hotel. We look forward to seeing 
you then. 
 
Thank you all for your endless support making WESTPEX the great show it is today.  
 
Stay safe. 
 
 
Daryl Reiber 
WESTPEX Chair 



The Friends of the Western Philatelic Library, Inc. 
P.O. Box 7063 
Redwood City, CA 94063-7063 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
Telephone: 650-306-9150  
Email: libry@att.net 
Website: www.fwpl.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Visit the Western Philatelic Library 

 
 
 
Physical Location: 
3004 Spring Street 
Redwood City, CA 94063 

Physical Location: 
3004 Spring Street 
(@ 2nd Avenue) 
Redwood City, CA 94063 


